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Thank you for joining us at Ibstock School Revision Festival. The event aims to
provide key information about the year ahead; the upcoming Pre-Public Exams;
how we will support students in school and how you can support your child at
home.

After the initial talk, students and families are invited to visit our revision stalls,
collecting Top Revision Technique cards for each subject. The cards will provide
handy hints on what and how to revise for each subject.

Get involved in our 10 minute interactive sessions where staff model revision
techniques.

There will be opportunities to speak to:

Subject teachers regarding revision resources and techniques
Ms Colledge, Pastoral Manager

Mrs Roe, our new SENDCO

Mr Mason, AHT Curriculum

Miss Nelson, AHT Student Progress

Dates for your calendar (including final GCSE exam dates)

Learning at home and homework

How students can get started with revision

Information on the Pre-Public Exams scheduled for November

Revision Sessions in School

Year 11 Revision Base

Resilience and Wellbeing Support



Please note that selected key dates are provided below, but Non-Examination
Assessment deadlines, practical examinations/assessments run throughout the
year at different times in different subjects. For this reason, please do not take
your child out of school during term time, as they may miss a valuable
component of their final GCSE qualification.

Ibstock School Dates

4th -15th November Year 11 Pre-Public Exams (session 1)
Late November Year 11 Reports 1
5th December Year 11 Progress Evening—

appointments with subject teachers to
discuss progress, and attitude to learn-
ing, areas for development etc.

January 2025 Mid Jan Sixth Form Deadline
End of Jan PS16 Deadline
3rd-14th February 2025 Year 11 Pre-Public Exams (session 2)
March 2025 Year 11 Reports 2
Subject Exam Board @ Exam Dates 2025
Business Studies Edexcel 9th May PM, 16th May PM
Computer Science OCR 12th May PM, 20th May PM
D&T AQA 18th June AM
Drama AQA 8th May AM
English Language Edugas 23rd May AM, 6th June AM
English Literature 12th May AM, 20th May AM
Food & Nutrition AQA 17th June PM
French AQA 21st May AM (L & R), 5th
June PM (W)
Geography AQA 14th May AM, 6th June PM, 12th
June AM
Health & Social Care Pearson 6th May AM
BTEC Tech award Edexcel




Subject Exam Board Exam Dates
History OCR 16th May AM, 5th June
AM, 10th June PM
Maths AQA 15th May AM, 4th June AM, 11th
June AM
Media Studies Eduqgas 14th May PM, 22nd May PM
Music Eduqgas 16th June PM
PE OCR 19th May PM, 9th June PM
Science:
*Biology AQA 13th May PM, 9th June AM
*Chemistry 19th May AM, 13th June AM
*Physics 22nd May AM, 16th June AM
Sport Studies OCR 14th May PM

Cambridge Na-
tional

Contingency dates: Wednesday 11th June PM and Wednesday 25th June AM & PM

Ouir first set of Year 11 Pre-Public Exams runs from the 4th—15th November.
These internal exams are an important opportunity for students to:

Practise revision

Practise time-management and resilience

Develop exam hall skills so they know what works for them

Identify the subjects, topics and skills they are confident in

Discover the areas for development that they can work on before the final

examinations

There will be a further set of Pre-Public exams in February, focused mainly on
the core subjects. Details of how to start revising and the topic of each PPE can
be found in the following pages.



In Year 11, how well
students learn and
revise at home is
just as important as
their work in school.

Families can help by
supporting them
with their environ-
ment.

These tips come
from My Tutor.

Further information
is available on their
website.

Their own study space
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For all students, but especially those in Y11, with GCSE examinations fast approaching,
completing homework is a vital part of your school day when you get home. You
should be getting a variety of tasks for your homework, so things like Seneca, Sparx
Maths, exam practice questions and revision tasks will all help you achieve well at GCSE.

To support you all further, the school has used GCSE Pod for just over a year now. This
is a website with 1000s of Pods on there that are directly linked to exam board specifi-
cations and will be a great help to you when you are revising — this can be independent,
or it could be set by your teacher. Don’t miss out on using GCSE Pod and make sure
you have your login — Mr Mason will be sending information out about this very soon!

It is also useful for you to know how much additional work you should do at home for
your subjects to support your revision. For each of your subjects, you should be doing
an hour of work a week.



A key element of Year 11 success is revision. For many of us, it doesn’t come
naturally and we need practice. Students should revisit information regularly
throughout the year to strengthen their memory. Here you'll find some initial
ideas of how students can get started with revision...
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What could students base their revision on?

Students should use their books and notes from lessons as a revision resource,
but may also benefit from:

. Websites recommended by teachers
. Subject-related online videos

. Revision guides

. Apps such as Sparx or Seneca

Active revision is key

Copying notes or reading over material is not active revision and often does
not help us to learn. Active revision techniques like those found below, are
more effective:

eLook, cover, write/say, check

= eFlash cards
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn3497h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn3497h
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=leitner+card+method&&view=detail&mid=78C5D2934F39E6EC266C78C5D2934F39E6EC266C&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dleitner%2Bcard%2Bmethod%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=leitner+card+method&&view=detail&mid=78C5D2934F39E6EC266C78C5D2934F39E6EC266C&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dleitner%2Bcard%2Bmethod%26FORM%3DHDRSC4

Below you will find information on the focus of each Pre-Public Examination in
our November series. It should provide a starting point for student revision and
help you to check that they are on the right track.

Exam

Biology

Business

Chemistry

Combined
science

Exam
Board

AQA

Pearson
Edexcel

AQA

AQA

Paper(s) Duration

Biology - Paper 1 1 hr 45 mins

Paper 1 — Investi- 1 hr 30 mins
gating small busi-
ness

Chemistry —Paper 1 1 hr 45 mins

Biology - Paper 1 1 hr 15 mins
Chemistry — Paper 1 each
Physics — Paper 1

Exam topics

Cell Biology;
Organisation;

Infection and response;
Bioenergetics

1.1 Entrepreneurs and en-
trepreneurship

1.2 Spotting a business op-
portunity

1.3 Putting a business idea
into practice

1.4 Making the business
effective

1.5 understanding external
Atomic structure and the
periodic table; Bonding,
structure, and the proper-
ties of matter; Quantitative
chemistry; Chemical chang-
es; and Energy changes
Biology: Cell Biology; Or-
ganisation; Infection and
response; and Bioener-
getics

Chemistry: Atomic struc-
ture and the periodic table;
Bonding, structure, and the
properties of matter; Quan-
titative chemistry; Chemical
changes; and Energy chang-
es

Physics: Energy; Electricity;
Particle model of matter;
and Atomic structure



Exam

Computer

Science

Drama

D&T -
Graphics

D&T -
Resistant
Materials

English
Language

English
Literature

Exam
Board

OCR

AQA

AQA

AQA

Edugas

Eduqas

Paper(s) Duration
Component 1— 1 hr 30 mins
Computer sys-  each
tems, Compo-
nent 2 — Algo- (2 total)
rithms & pro-
gramming
Drama Paper Thr 15 mins

Thour

Graphics Paper
1

Resistant Materi- Thour
als Paper 1

Component 1 1 hr 45 mins
Section A — Read-

ing

Section B - Writing

Component 2 1 hr 30 mins

An Inspector Calls
A Christmas Carol
Unseen Poetry

Exam topics

Component 1

(1.1 Systems Architec-
ture

1.2 Memory and stor-
age

1.3 Computers net-
works, connections and

Section A: Stage Types,
Positioning and Theatre
Roles

Section B: Blood Broth-
ers

Section A — Core Tech-
nical principles

Section B — Designing
and Making principles

Section A — Core Tech-
nical principles

Section B — Designing
and Making principles

C1 Section A — Read a
fiction extract and answer
five questions about the
extract. 1 hour.

C1 Section B — Choose
from four narrative writing
titles and write a narrative.
45 minutes.

An Inspector Calls — Write
an essay about a given
character or theme. 45
minutes.

A Christmas Carol — Write
an essay about a given
character or theme. 45
minutes.



Exam Exam
Board
French AQA

Geography AQA

History OCR

Paper(s) Duration
Papers 1-4 See right for
Foundation/ different pa-
higher tier pers
Paper 1: Living 1 hr 30 mins
with the Physical
Environment
Paper 2 and 3 1 hour

Combined: Field-
work and Chal-

lenges in the Hu-
man Environment

Paper 1 1 hour 45 mins

Paper 2 1 hour

Exam topics

Paper 1 Listening F -
35 mins H — 45 mins
(conducted in class)
Paper 2 Speaking
(conducted individually
at given times)

Paper 3 Reading F -
45 mins H — 60 mins
Paper 4 Writing F - 60
mins H — 75 mins

Part A: The Challenge of
Natural Hazards (Tectonic
Hazards, Weather Haz-
ards, Climate Change)

Part B: The Living World
(Ecosystems, Rainforests,
Hot Deserts)

Part C: Physical Land-
scapes in the UK (Rivers,
Glaciation)

Part B, Paper 3: Fieldwork

Part C, Paper 2: The Chal-
lenge of Resource Man-
agement (Water)

Crime & Punishment and
The Elizabethans

History Around Us:
Kenilworth



Exam

Maths

Music

Media
Studies

Exam
Board

AQA

Eduqgas

Edugas

Paper(s)

Duration Exam topics

Paper 1 calculator 1 hr 30 All content from AQA

allowed

Paper 2 Calculator
allowed.

Listening

Component 1: Ex-
ploring the Media

mins each 8300 specification

1hr15  Areas of Study and Set
mins Works

1 hr 30 mins Section A: Exploring Media
Language and Representa-
tion

You'll be given two of the
following print media
forms: magazines, market-
ing (film posters), or print
advertisements.

There are two questions in
this section:

* one question assessing
media language in relation
to one set product

* one two-part question
assessing representation in
relation to one set product
and one unseen resource
in the same media form.

Section B: Exploring Media
Industries and Audiences
This section assesses two
of the following media
forms: film, radio, or video
games. It includes:

« one stepped question on
media industries

« one stepped question on
audiences.



Exam Exam Paper(s) Duration Exam topics
Board

PE OCR Paper 1 - Factors 1 hour Structure and function of
affecting physical the skeletal system.
performance. Structure and function of

1 hour the muscular system.
Movement analysis
Structure and function of
the cardio respiratory sys-
tem

Paper 2 — Socio- Components of fitness

cultural issues and Principles of training
sports psychology Types of injury

Commercialisation
Engagement patterns of
different social groups
Ethical issues

Sports psychology

Health, fitness and well be-

ing

Physics AQA Physics — Paper 1 1 hr45 Energy; Electricity; Particle
mins model of matter; and
Atomic structure

Health and Pearson Component 3 ex- 2 hours Factors that affect health
Social Care Edexcel am and wellbeing
Interpreting health indi-
cators
Person-centred approach
to improving health and
wellbeing

Where subjects are not shown to have a Pre-Public Examination above, it is
either that they will complete exam practice outside of this two week win-
dow, or that they are currently concentrating on Non-Examination Assess-
ments and will sit PPEs in the February Series.



As we progress through the year, there will be various opportunities for revision

support in school. In preparation for the Pre-Public Exams (and to support ongo-

ing course work) the following sessions are on offer:

Graphics and Resistant
Materials

Time: 3-4.00

Venue: DT Faculty

NEA and exam focused
sessions

English Literature Mas-
terclass (grade 6+)
Date starting: 01/10/24
Time: 3.10-4.00

Venue: En2

Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Maths English Literature Science
Date starting: 07/10/24  |Date starting: 01/10/24  |Date starting: 09/10/24
Time: 3.10-4.00 Time: 3.10-4.00 Time: 3.10-4.00
Venue: Maths Faculty Venue: En4 Venue: Science Faculty

Science Master-
classes (grade 6+)
Date starting: 09/10/24
Time: 3.10-4.00

Venue: Science Faculty

GCSE PE / CNAT Sports
Studies

3-4pm.

Teachers will be putting
together a structured top-
ic-based GCSE timetable
and invite students who
need support in that topic
area.

Music - Composition
Support

Date starting: Now
Time: Lunch

Venue: Music

Geography

Date starting: 02/10/24
Time: 3.10-4.00

Venue: HU4

Drama - General drop in

session

All aspects of the course

Date starting: 29" Octo-
er

Time: Lunch

Venue: Stage

Media Studies
Date starting: 18/09/24
Time: 13.25-14.00 and

15.10-16.00
Venue: En3

Music — Performance

French (speaking prac-

support tice)
Date starting: Now Date starting: 02/10/24
Time: Lunch Time: 15.00-15.45
Venue: Mob 2
T &

V1




The library is a great place for students to revise before they go home. There is
a dedicated GCSE section, with revision materials, computers and past papers to
use. Our librarian, Ms Davies is on hand to offer advice on revision techniques
and exam approaches.

Tuesdays
and

Thursdays

2pm—
4p.m.




Resilience and Wellveing Support...

In all schools, Year 11 is a time when the resilience of students is tested and
most students feel pressure or have worries at some point. The important thing
is to recognise when this is happening and for them to seek support if needed.

Who is available to support?

. Your child’s form tutor

Subject teachers/members of staff that they trust

Ms Colledge, pastoral manager

Miss Nelson, AHT for Student Progress

The Mental Health and Wellbeing Team, lead by Ms Clements

WManaging Exams Stress—a vote from WMs Clements

At Ibstock School, we recognise how important it is to look after ourselves men-
tally as well as physically. Exams can trigger anxiety in lots of students who
might not have struggled with mental health issues previously. We have various
sources of support; students’ needs are discussed on an individual basis and the
best support is put in place. This could be sessions with Ms Webster, our well-
being mentor, or referrals to outside agencies who come into school to work
with students either in small groups or 1-1.

We have assemblies taking place about dealing with exam stress through the
NHS Mental Health Support Team, as well as more focused activities on prepar-
ing for exams and dealing with stress in late spring.

When the GCSE exams take place in May and June, there will be opportunities
for students to join a smaller group for a coach and calm session before each
exam starts; this will help to prepare them for the exam in a smaller group, and
to go down to the exams' hall before the main cohort. This proved highly suc-
cessful last year.
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