
Revision

The revision cycle

Core 4



Why do students need to revise?

There is a 
lot to 

remember!

Practice 
makes 

permanent.

Being well-
prepared 

boosts 
confidence 

and reduces 
anxiety.

To be 
successful.



How should we teach students to revise?
The revision cycle

Review

Revise

Repair

REVIEW
•Revision guide
•Revision video
•Class notes

To recall & strengthen your 
memory: skills, knowledge & 
understanding

REVISE actively using one of the Core 4
To check your skills, knowledge & understanding 
& develop your exam technique

REPAIR marking & 
making corrections to 

your answers using the 
mark scheme

To check your skills, 
knowledge & 

understanding & develop 
your exam technique



What are the Core 4?

 Four proven techniques to make revision more 
effective.

Mind maps Flash cards Brain dump Self-quizzing



A mind map is a visual way of summarising the 

information you have found out and grouping it.

Ashby School 'Core 4' revision: Mind maps

Mind maps

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLQnWHTb8Pg




 CHUNK & CONDENSE knowledge - that means 
break down lots of information into small 
manageable ‘pieces’.

 Repetition improves memory.

 Mistakes are OK - it helps students remember 
more.

Ashby School 'Core 4' revision: Flash cards

Flash cards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqPCEUhcBvk&t=1269s




 These are NOT the same as Mind maps.

 They are a way to recover and retrieve ALL the 
information you can and write it down.

 The organisation of the information comes AFTER you 
have retrieved it.

 A reference source such as a revision guide helps to 
organise ideas.

Ashby School 'Core 4' revision: Brain dumps

Brain dump

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4e84aGGqvVM&t=1s




 Requires preparation and resources: 

➢ Pre-prepared flash cards

➢ Class notes

➢ Text book/revision guide

➢ A source of questions with answers to help self-check

➢ Coloured pens/post it notes

Ashby School 'Core 4' revision: Self quizzing - YouTube

Self-quizzing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBAZNOFizXU&t=2s
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Next steps…

 WB 3rd March: Mind maps 

 WB 10th March: Flash cards 

 WB 17th March: Brain dumps 

 WB 24th March: Self-quizzing 

 Wb 31st March and beyond: use the Core 4 in 
lessons and at home to revise


