
  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

AQA A Religious Studies Paper 2: Religion, human rights and social justice 

Social justice and human rights 

     Human rights- basic rights and freedoms to which all human beings 

     should be entitled e.g. life, liberty, marriage, education, privacy. 

     Social justice- ensuring society treats people fairly whether they are 

     poor or wealthy. It involves protecting everyone’s human rights. 

Human rights and responsibilities  

• 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the 

United Nations. It sets out the rights that every person should be 

entitled to.  

• UK government is obliged to give these rights to people living in the 

UK. People can only have these rights if they acknowledge the 

responsibility to respect and help provide for the rights of others. 

Social justice 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Gender prejudice and discrimination 

      Equality- having equal rights, status and opportunities.  

      Prejudice- having biased (usually negative) opinions about an individual 

      or group of people. Usually, they’re based on ignorance and stereotypes.  

      Discrimination- actions or behaviour that arises from holding prejudiced 

       views.  

 

 

 

 

Sexual prejudice and discrimination 

       

 

 

 

Religious freedom 

      Freedom of religion- right to practice whatever religion one chooses. 

     Freedom of religious expression- to worship, preach and practice one’s faith 

     however they wish.  

In Britain, Christianity  

is the main religion,  

but no-one is forced to  

be Christian because  

the government protects freedom of religious expression. Laws forbid persecution of 

members of any faith. 

 



   

 

  

  

 

  

   

   

  

  

  

  

   

 

       

   

 

  

  

Poverty and its causes 

     Poverty- living without money, food or basic necessities e.g. clothing, shelter. 

Causes of poverty: debt, unemployment, natural disasters.  

Responsibilities of those living in poverty: the Bible says ‘the one who is unwilling to 

work shall not eat’ (2 Thessalonians 3:10) but Christians believe they should help 

others (‘love your neighbour’- Mark 12:31). Buddhism teaches that all poverty deserves 

compassion but people have a responsibility to create the conditions needed for a 

healthy life. 

Prejudice and discrimination- disability 

     Disabilities- people with mental or physical impairments that 

     affect day-to-day activities. 

     Positive discrimination- treating people more favourably  

     because they have been discriminated against in the past/ have 

     disabilities. 

• Over 500 million people with disabilities worldwide- some 

show prejudice or discrimination towards those with 

disabilities. 

• Others show positive discrimination e.g. giving wheelchair 

users front-row seats so they can see.  

Religious teachings about wealth 

Attitudes towards wealth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attitudes towards using wealth 

 

Exploitation of the poor and giving money to the poor 

    Exploitation- misuse of power/money to get others to do things for little or unfair  

    reward.  

• Not paying them fairly- ‘Do not exploit the poor because they are poor’ 

(Proverbs 22:22). Buddhists place importance on balancing profit with ethics.  

• Excessive interest on loans- Buddhists see this as greed- one of the 3 poisons. 

• People-trafficking- ‘love your neighbour’. Buddhism- Buddha disliked castes. 

Short-term aid e.g. during disasters, supplying food, water etc but doesn’t solve issues. 

Long-term aid e.g. providing education so people are self-reliant. May take time.  

     

Racial prejudice and discrimination 

      Racism- to consider people of different races as inferior and to treat these people 

      badly as a result. Racism is often triggered by skin colour.  

• Since 1976, various Acts have passed that make racism illegal in the UK, 

however, it does still occur. 

• ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ is an example of a campaign against racism.  


