
  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

AQA A Religious Studies Paper 2: Crime and Punishment 

What is crime and punishment? 

     Crime- an offence that breaks the law set by the 

government. People who commit crimes face legal 

consequences. 

E.G. theft, murder, fraud, kidnapping, rape, sexual assault. 

     Punishment- something done legally to somebody as a 

result of being found guilty of breaking the law. 

E.G. prison, community service, fines. 

Good and evil intentions and actions 

• People assume that a good action is one that doesn’t 

break the law, but this isn’t always the case. 

• Sometimes, there are actions which aren’t against the 

law, but might be seen as evil (e.g. abortion).  

• There might be evil actions done with good intentions, 

e.g. stealing from a shop to help feed a poor family. 

• Generally, evil actions cause harm and suffering. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Reasons for crime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aims of punishment 

      Retribution- to get your own back e.g. a murderer should be killed as punishment. 

      Deterrence- to put people off committing crimes e.g. in public or harsh. 

      Reformation- to change someone’s behaviour for the better e.g. counselling.  

 

 

 



   

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

       

   

 

  

  

 

Forgiveness 

   Forgiveness- showing mercy and pardoning someone for what they have done wrong.  

• Christianity: Jesus forgave those who crucified him (Luke 23:24). When asked 

how many times to seek forgiveness, Jesus said ‘not 7 times, but 77 times’ 

(Matthew 18:21-22). The Lord’s Prayer also mentions forgiveness. 

• Buddhism: If people don’t forgive, they will suffer. Forgiveness doesn’t mean a 

criminal won’t be punished, because of kamma.  

Religious attitudes to lawbreakers and  

different types of crime 

Attitudes to lawbreakers 

Christians may disapprove of the crime but don’t hate the criminal 

who committed it, believing that: 

• Offenders should be punished by the law. 

• Offenders have basic human rights so  

shouldn’t be given a harmful punishment. 

Buddhism doesn’t favour punishment as it’s rooted in the idea of 

vengeance and causes suffering to the offender. However, they do 

believe there will be consequences for people who act unskilfully 

(kamma). Also believe everyone can change, so rehabilitation and 

reformation are important e.g. in Buddhist scripture, the murderer 

Angulimala killed lots of people, but when he met the Buddha, he 

wasn’t punished and was encouraged to live a better life, which he 

did.  

Attitudes to types of crime 

 

Religious attitudes to the treatment of criminals 

       

 

Religious attitudes to the death penalty 

    Death penalty- when a criminal is put to death for their crime. Illegal  

    in UK but exists in some other countries e.g. some states in the USA. 

         Arguments for 

- It is justified retribution. 

- It protects society. 

- Principle of utility- an action is 

right if it leads to happiness. 

• Christianity: Some agree: ‘whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall 

their blood be shed’ (Genesis 9:6). Some disagree: sanctity of life.  

• Buddhism: Most oppose it- breaks first moral precept and can’t relieve 

suffering of the victim by making the offender suffer. 

 

Suffering 

Christian views 

• Believe they have a duty to help those who are suffering and try to follow the 

example of Jesus who helped many. Story of Good Samaritan shows the 

Samaritan helping the Jewish man who was beaten and injured. 

• When they do cause suffering, they should apologise and repair the damage. 

• Where it is unavoidable, suffering can strengthen faith: ‘we also glory in our 

sufferings….suffering produces perseverance, character and hope’ (Romans 

5:3-4). 

• It’s wrong to blame God for suffering because humans have free will.  

Buddhist views 

• Suffering is an inevitable part of life and aim to overcome it by accepting its 

existence and following the Eightfold Path.  

• First moral precept is to not harm others. 

 

                Arguments against 

- Chance of killing an innocent person. 

- Little evidence it deters criminals.  

- It’s not right to take a person’s life. 


